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: The next meeting will be held Thursday, Oct. 26, at
V4 5830 P.M. in Fayerweather Lounge. We have Fayer-
weather Lounge reserved for our use every Thursday
beginning Oct. 26th but only from 5330 to 6:30 so I
gxpect to start the formal meeting promptly at 5:30.
There’s no reason, though, that people can't start
arriving at 5:00 -~ it°11l give you a chance to get
acquainted., 1 still figure on only about one formal
meeting & month, but the lounge is ours to use every
// Thursday .

The guest speaker on the 26th will be Ceorge
Alec Effinger. He’s had short stories published in various places
and his first novel, WHAT ENTROPY MEANS TO ME, was put out by
Doubleday earlier this year. dJust to give you an idea of his writ-
ing 1'm including an excerpt from his short story "Wednesday,
November 15, 1967" (published in Tom Disch’s collection THE RUINS
OF EARTH)., The story is a very effective description of a near-
future scological disaster told by one of the few remaining people.
(*Most everybody else has asphyxiated by this time, even with their
gas maske.) The following is part of a review of the disaster the
narrator does in one of his more ironic moodss

"The current disaster suffered quite a bit, in my opinion,
from all the excited press it received before the actual
opening. But be that as it may, I'm quite certain that
there is still enough enthusiasm in the production to im-
press even the most sophisticated and jaded observer. It
is de%ig;telx worth the time to investigate.

he tendency is toward REALISM, a trend quite at odds
with the current crop of modish theater to which we have
been "treated” in recent seasons, and the realistiec turn




is one which I, versonally, endorge, It is a refreshing
regpite from the self-conzciously kicky or (a2t the pppoaite
extreme) the altogether precious. At times certain ele~
ments of the staging become obtrusive, to the detriment
of the overall effect: but generally speaking the disaster
is a remarkably well conceived and, above all else,

ofessionally executed affair, Although it attempts to
deml with absolutely gvery aspect of our environmental
disintegration -- and succesds -- the direction never
bécomes heavy-handed. One is always made subtly aware of
the interrelations of all those environmental factors, to
a degrse that was undresmed of before, and without sacri-
ficing the total devotion te the basic, the simple and,
always, the natural,

seeThe pace iz sluggish at first, but one is given such
a fascinating wealth of visual detail that one hardly
notices. And then the direction accelerates breathgakingly
until the end (there is no intermission), leaving the viewer
literally gssping. As the first legitimately mounted exam-
ple of this sort, it comes off splendidly, and so all-
encompassing in scope is it that 1 do not at all fear a
zaih of leseer, cheaper imitations. Thie disaster does it

1ls0e” '

from "Wednesday, November 15, 1967"
by George Alec Effinger
in THE RUINS OF EARTH (ed. Tomae .M. Disch)

EVENTS The 1972 Philecon will .be held November 17th, 18%h and 19th
with John Brunner 28 the principal speaker. It will be at the
Philadslphia Sheraton Hotel, 17th Street and John F, Kennedy Boule=
vard, in Philadelphia, It’s not that difficult to get there by
bus, and there will be numerous New York fans geing, o car rides
may be available.’ Singles at the hotel are $18.50 a night but it’'s
usually possible to cram at least four people into one of them (for
a total cost of about $10 a piece over the weekend), If anybody is
interested in going, let me lnow, :

INPINITY CON will be held on January 19th, 20th and 2igt at the
Hotel Commodore right here in New York. The program as promised
will include science fiction, sword and sorcery, comice and SF films.
Isaac Asimov, Keith Laumer and Fred Pohl, among others, will be
speaking. “Adyance registration is $3.00 (checks should be made
pavable to Ralph Tripodi). Write to Infinity Con "73%, R.R.1

Box 50F, Longview Avenue, Rocky Point, New York 11778,

If anybody knows of any events that seem relevant (and especially
events on or near -campus) please let me know,

1P

KEEP OUR CITY CLEAN: GIVE SOME GRAFFITI A BATH




1. Minutes of the last meeting

2. Treasurer’s report (@®iwe have a treasurer?)
3, Date of next meeting
4, Any new business
5., 014 business
We have a motion tabled from the last
meeting: "That we é;iscuss a new name for
the organization®

6., Guest speaker: Ceorge Alec Effinger

NOTES FROM THE PUNNY FARM OF BROADWAY

@ ,..vhich motion will undoubtedly be tabled again, but before
that, ye not-go-humble ed presumes to suggest "Pick Cne Ifrom
Coulomb A",...What'es that? I think I prefer the blindfold.
Obviously, I'm trying to fill up space, Send us so many
articles, stories, cartoons, IDEAS that I won't have time to
congider my mediocrity (that’s a poke, son., Actually I know I'm
brilliant.y. Meanwhile, thank Zégddgdy for Hallowe'en,

AALLL
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